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Chairman Burke, Chairman Laurino, and Members of the Joint Committee on Finance
and Committee Economic, Capital and Technology Development:

Thank you for the opportunity to address the Committee on the important topic of the
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Sunshine Ordinance.

My name is Dan O'Neil, and I am one of the co-founders of EveryBlock.com, a
neighborhood news site serving 11 cities, including Chicago, where we are based. We
are Chicago people. EveryBlock founder Adrian Holovaty is the creator of
ChicagoCrime.org and is widely considered one of the most influential thinkers in
journalism today. Co-founder Paul Smith is a longtime Chicago resident who has
created many independent civic works projects, many of them as a developer at the
Center for Neighborhood Technology, an important partner of the City of Chicago. Co-
founder Wilson Miner is based in San Francisco but collaborates with us Chicagoans
daily. I am also a member of IDEA, the Illinois Data Exchange Affiliates , a voluntary
group of government agencies and not for profit organizations working to improve data
sharing in Illinois. This group has worked for years on the very subject covered by this
ordinance.

We've made small contributions to economic development here. We hope for more.
Since we started, we've hired two people who have relocated to work with us here, just
a few blocks away on Wabash. One moved from Lawrence, Kansas and settled in the
ward of Alderman Waguespack, one of the sponsors of this ordinance. The other came
here from his role as a reporter at the Columbus Dispatch. He has lived in Alderman
Tunney's ward for the last year, and at the end of the month he's giving Alderman
Schulter's ward a try.

More importantly, we cover every ward of this city with local news and public
information. In a typical month, we'll add thousands of crime reports, building permits,
restaurant inspections, street closings, business licenses, news articles, and more.
Again, all of this information is published daily for every block in this city. We offer the
public the ability to subscribe to daily updates of information by email and other means.
We continually search for new ways to add more information in more useful ways.

As you consider this ordinance, I urge you to review the 8 Principles of Open
Government Data. In December 2007, EveryBlock founder Adrian Holovaty and I
participated in a meeting of 30 open government advocates to develop these principles,
and they are highly instructive in any effort to publish government data today.

My job at EveryBlock is to work with city governments to uncover new data and to make
it available in the most useful formats as possible. I've worked with city leaders--
department heads, council members, technology developers, policy makers, and so on,
in each of the 11 cities we cover. I'd be happy to answer any questions you have about
best practices and examples from other municipalities. In helping create the Chicago
version of our Web site, I've become pretty knowledgeable about the information
published by the City and I have a lot of opinions about how to improve.  



What I'm really here for, however, is to urge you to do two things: pass this ordinance
and direct the machinery of city government to develop the best possible Web site to
fulfill the ordinance requirements. 

As you know, these are two separate things. The ordinance text could be filled with
more specific recitations on technologies, and file formats, and other implementation
details. These would ensure that the finished TIF Web site would be useful. The
ordinance, as it is written, calls for TIF documents to be "made publicly available and
indexed on a single webpage as hyperlinks to downloadable digital documents in a
comprehensive and universally accepted, searchable, standardized, machine
processible file format to be posted on the City of Chicago’s internet website". That
would be a huge improvement. We appreciate the leadership of Alderman Waguespack,
Alderman Flores, and Alderman Laurino on this ordinance.

This ordinance is not perfect, but it is a step in the right direction. But this is less about
technology than it is about intent. If the leaders of this city wish to share information, and
make it a priority from the top down, it will be easy to do so under this ordinance. There
is an abundance of free tools and devoted independent developers who care about this
city and want to make it better. 

We stand ready to help the Department of Innovation and Technology, the Mayor's
Office, the Department of Community Development, the full City Council, and other
relevant agencies to make the best possible TIF Web site. Please, make it easy rather
than burdensome. Strive to spark moments of enlightenment rather than hours of
opacity. Pass this ordinance, and let's all get to work.



EveryBlock adds thousands of news items and public records per month.



8 Principles of Open Government Data
http://resource.org/8_principles.html
December 7-8, 2007—This weekend, 30 open government advocates gathered to
develop a set of principles of open government data. The meeting, held in Sebastopol,
California, was designed to develop a more robust understanding of why open
government data is essential to democracy.
The Internet is the public space of the modern world, and through it governments now
have the opportunity to better understand the needs of their citizens and citizens may
participate more fully in their government. Information becomes more valuable as it is
shared, less valuable as it is hoarded. Open data promotes increased civil discourse,
improved public welfare, and a more efficient use of public resources.
The group is offering a set of fundamental principles for open government data. By
embracing the eight principles, governments of the world can become more effective,
transparent, and relevant to our lives.
Your comments are welcome!
Open Government Data Principles
Government data shall be considered open if it is made public in a way that complies
with the principles below:
1. Complete
    All public data is made available. Public data is data that is not subject to valid
privacy, security or privilege limitations. 
2. Primary
    Data is as collected at the source, with the highest possible level of granularity, not in
aggregate or modified forms. 
3. Timely
    Data is made available as quickly as necessary to preserve the value of the data. 
4. Accessible
    Data is available to the widest range of users for the widest range of purposes. 
5. Machine processable
    Data is reasonably structured to allow automated processing. 
6. Non-discriminatory
    Data is available to anyone, with no requirement of registration. 
7. Non-proprietary
    Data is available in a format over which no entity has exclusive control. 
8. License-free
    Data is not subject to any copyright, patent, trademark or trade secret regulation.
Reasonable privacy, security and privilege restrictions may be allowed. 
Compliance must be reviewable.



We cover every ward, neighborhood, and street.


